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Profile o a Man 
by dy Chodos "Sometimes I sit and stare ou of this 
window and see a city that is forever 
growing and improving,·· says Ri~e. "My 
grandfathers and grandmothers were all 
Rike's. Surely you've heard the name. native Daytornans. So I guess you could 
You've probably even taken it home with say that we have our own version of Roots 
you-on a shopping bag or box. It's a stemming from right here in Dayton. I love 
name that might remind you of your first looking out on this city, and I'm pleased to 
encounter with Santa Claus ... your have a small part in helping it grow, in 
favorite suit ... window shopping. Most being part of its history." 
Dayton residents would quickly identify History is a favorite topic. ''Everyone has a 
Rike's as the name of a leading history, a story," explains Rike, "that's 
department store. And some would identify what makes each of us so interesting, so 
it as the name of a man who has helped uniquely special." His story in retaiwng 
make Dayton the ma1or metropolitan began early. ''My grandfather-whose 
cent~r it is today. name was also Dav1d--began the 
David L. Rike is that man. He now works in business. It was just a dry gc;>ods shop 
an office near the top of the Winters Bank back then. My father took over, and when I 
Buildlng--an office that unmistakably ; was old enough and interested, I started · 
identifies its occupant. One entire wall is working. I grew up in an atmosphere where 
I filled with citations. honorary degrees, and work and retailing were not dirty words. 
mementoes of liis business life and . They were our bread and butter. Father 
community involvement. Another wall continually pushed me into all areas of 
sports photographs of t.amily members and business. I learned to do everything at the 
friends. But the office space that most store. Sure, I was treated as the boss's 
appropriately reflects David L. Rike is the son. That was both good and bad. I 
window-an expanse, of glass through couldn't get by with sloppiness. I not only 
which you can see a good part of had to be good, I had to be better. 
downtown Dayton, and, on a clear day, as People-Father in particular-expected 
far as Fairborn. that of me. So that's what I gave them. I 
I .In This Issue 
Meet Tom Travis, 
Doctor of Versatility, p. 6 
Exploring the 
Underwater World, p. 7 
gave my best. Thats the on.y way, rsn't 1t?' I 
It was while in Harvard Graduate School, I 
studying retailing. that other worlds 
beckoned. "For a while I thought about 
teaching at the college level. We all think of 
something else, another option than the 
course we are about to tak . I guess that 
everyone goes through that so that later 
we can sit back and dream how things 
might have been. Retai ing, though, is in 
my blood. I had to stay with it because it 
was a part of me and always will be. 
"Retailing is a constant challenge. It's an 
energizing life because you are constantly 
working in many different areas, not just 
one particular field. In one day you are a 
salesman, a copywriter, an accountant, a 
lawyer, and the entfre complaint 
department. Sometimes, before the end of 
the day, you may even become the janitor 
or the plumber. The day never stops being 
exciting and alive because it's always 
different. In all my days in retailing, which 
started just about day one in my life, there 
were never two days exactly the same. 
The work is so very diverse, the people 
always interesting. It's the kind of work that 
keeps you young." 
Continued on page 3 
A Gallery of Separate 
Realities, p. 12 
Society Benefits From Higher Ed. 
Programs for the Handicapped 
The results of the most comprehensive 
study ever of handicapped students in 
higher education indicate that it is highly 
profitable for society to provide educational 
opportunities for the disabled. 
The study, financed with a $50,000 grant, 
was conducted "to capture how well 
handicapped students could do in higher 
education" and to assess the costs and 
benefits of providing them with educational 
opportunities, according to Dr. Michael 
Cleary, associate professor of 
administrative sciences and finance and 
one of three WSU professors to 
collaborate on the study. 
Dr. Charles Blake, Jr., internship 
coordinator, M.S. program in social and 
applied economics, and Dr. Louis 
Quatrano, formerly WSU assistant 
professor of education, collaborated with 
Cleary on the project. Funded by the U.S. 
Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, the researchers examined the 
psychological and sociological 
relationships between disabled students' 
characteristics, academic achievement 
and student motivation. They evaluated 
the role of services for the handicapped at 
Wright State, and specified program costs 
and benefits to society and the individual. 
The project report, entitled "The 
Psychosocial and Economic Impact of 
Wright State University's Handicapped 
Student Services Program," said, "There 
is no significant difference between the two 
groups (disabled and able-bodied 
students) in their attitude toward 
developing the rigorous discipline that is 
associated with scholarly work." 
However, the study added, "Disabled 
students are more organized and 
methodical in their study habits than 
non-disabled students." It paints a positive 
picture for educational programs designed 
for the handicapped. 
Blake said the report indicated "That 
handicapped students have shown a 
remarkable ability to perform in an 
academic environment" and noted that 
disabled students "are less likely to reflect 
anxiety in a university environment." 
The Study Attitudes and Methods Survey, 
an instrument used in the study, confirmed 
that handicapped students' scores were 
much higher than non-handicapped 
students' in areas of academic interest, 
academic drive, and study methods. 
HEW commitments prohibiting 
discrimination against handicapped people 
"means HEW must assist more 
handicapped students in getting higher 
education. For the long run, we can 
anticipate an increase in the number of 
handicapped students entering higher 
education." 
Patricia Marx, Director of Handicapped 
Student Services at WSU, said, "The study 
was very positive, not just about Wright 
State University, but the effects of 
spending money on handicapped 
people ... it is beneficial to do it and saves 
money in the long run." She added, "The 
economic system as a whole benefits" by 
providing educational opportunities for the 
handicapped, and encouraging them to be 
more self-reliant. 
"I think, nationally, what we will see is 
handicapped people organizing and 
becoming more aggressive about their 
rights," Marx stated. "They're not allowing 
social services agencies to dictate to 
them." 
The report states that handicapped people 
are homogeneous and do not divide and 
categorize themselves by disability. It also 
said that disabled people perceived most 
other campus groups as "good-natured'' 
toward them, and encouraged 
handicapped students' participation in 
campus activities. 
The report concludes that "additional 
financial support from private and 
government agencies are justified if more 
handicapped students are to pursue a 
college degree, '1 and suggests that "the 
drop-out rate among the disabled could be 
reduced if they are aware of university life 
and their academic potential." 
Cleary noted that the report contains the 
first bibliography compiled which would 
relate handicapped students and higher 
education, making it valuable to those who 
would research the issue. 
The 125-page report will be published later 
in a permanent form. 
College Night 
Set for May 18 
Over 60 colleges, universities, and 
professional schools will be represented 
on May 18 at WSU's College Night. High 
school juniors and seniors can meet with 
representatives and ask questio11s from 7 
to 9 pm in Wright State's physical 
education building. 
"We're gearing our program primarily to 
high school juniors," said Kenneth 
Davenport, director of 
admissions/visitation at WSU. "Seniors 
can certainly benefit from meeting these 
college representatives, but the main 
benefit will be for the juniors. They can get 
a head start on their plans for next year. 
They can narrow their choices and begin 
planning which schools to visit during the 
summer and next school year. And they 
will still have time for routine application 
and admission process." 
Concerning the economic assessment, 
Blake said "For every dollar put in 
(Handicapped Student Services Program 
at WSU), the state gets back $2.40. This is 
done, he remarked, by enabling an 
agency-assisted handicapped student to 
become a self-supporting taxpayer. 
An open format is planned for College 
Night. All representatives will be located in 
the main gym, and students will be free to 
browse , ask questions, and gather 
literature and information from schools in 
which they are interested. In addition, 
students will be able to attend sessions on 
financial aid opportunities available at 
Wright State as well as other schools. Blake said recent court decisions and 
Director's 
Column 
Taking advantage of the good weather, I 
took off to the Western Ohio Branch 
Campus a few weeks ago. It had been a 
good while since I made the drive to 
WOBC, but I'm glad I did. The campus is 
right next to Grand Lake St. Mary's-a 
more beautiful site would be hard to 
imagine. If you're looking for a good place 
to picnic or a destination for a nice 
afternoon's drive, visit WOBC sometime. I 
was also struck by the professionalism on 
WOBC's campus. Faculty, staff, 
students-everyone I met reflected that 
feeling. It stands out all the more in such a 
relaxed and naturally beautiful settin~. 
You, too, may be getting a visit from me in 
the next few weeks-by mail, that is. As 
the Office of Alumni Affairs and the Alumni 
Association continue to grow, more and 
more we are looking for input from our 
13,000-plus graduates. One out of every 
five WSU alums will be receiving a 
questionnaire in the next few weeks. If you 
are the one out of five (randomly chosen) 
to receive the form, please complete and 
return it as quickly as possible. The 
questions are all geared to provide us with 
the kinds of information necessary to 
develop in such a way as to meet your real 
needs and interests. 
If you don't receive a questionnaire, and 
you do have some thoughts on how you 
can be better served by Alumni Affairs 
andforthe Association. by all means jot 
them down and drop them in the mail, or 
give me a call at 873-2620. Remember, 
the purpose of our alumni organization is 
to serve you. So don't hesitate to let us 
know about what you want, or the direction 
you feel we should take. Another way to 
get your ideas across is to talk with an 
officer or member of the Alumni 
Association Board. This year, officers are 
Karen Wolf (president), Jim Mack 
(vice-president), Karla Moran (secretary) 
and John Curp (treasurer). Board 
members are: Kent Anderson, Dan 
Carbaugh, Betsy Fish, Emily Gillespie 
Jones, Jean Long, Garnett McDonough, 
Darrell Vickers, and Andy Winched<. 
Have a happy spring. We'll be back in 
touch with the next issue of The 
Wrightstater in early summer. 
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Rike Continued 
Thoughtfully, he continues, 
" Merchandising is a varied business. But it 
takes guts to stick with it and more guts to 
make it work and prosper. It's a very tough 
business. If my three daughters had been 
interested in retail ing careers , I'm not sure 
that I would have encouraged them." 
Reflecting on his thirty-plus years of retail 
reign , Rike notes, " My basic philosophy 
was to be all things to all people. We had 
high-fashion designer names on beautiful , 
expensive dresses and we had bargain 
basement brands for under $10. We had 
something in taste and in price for 
everyone. Many people kept telling me to 
cater to one type or the other, but I couldn't 
do that. People aren't just one or the other. 
There 's an in-between, too . I wanted a 
store that could be everyone's store, and I 
t~el I succeeded in giving Daytonians a 
store that they could count on for their 
needs. It was a store that catered to the 
family, any family. 
''I think that retailing can be thought of in 
two lights. You can be cutthroat and 
mercenary or you can be a great help to 
your community. Nobody more than the 
retailer can reach out to the public and 
serve their needs. But the retailer can also 
feed their dreams by having products that 
create desire. It's a wonderful feeling when 
you provide both services to a 
t~ommunity." 
n recognition of the services that he has 
>erformed for the community and for 
Wright State, it was recently announced 
that WSU's new $4.5 million Business and 
Administration building will be named for 
Rike. Construction is expected to get 
underway during the summer, with 
completion expected by the fall of 1980. 
How does it feel to be so singularly 
honored? Says Rike, " I was thrilled. I have 
no brothers or sons who can pass on my 
name, but with this building my name lives 
photos: Harry Heaton Ill 
on in a place where young people will be 
instructed and will grow into the 
community. It may sound trite, but I am 
very honored to have the building named 
for me. Wright State is going to continue to 
grow and prosper. With this building, I, too, 
will continue to grow with the university. 
That's a wonderful feeling and I feel very 
proud." 
Rike's involvement with WSU goes back 
well over a decade. Says Rike, "You could 
say that my involvement goes back to 
when there was no Wright State, to a time 
when it was only a dream, a vague 
possibility. I was one of the workers who 
helped to raise money, six million dollars-
thiee million for the University of Dayton 
and three million for a new university, 
which eventually became Wright State." At 
that point, his involvement with WSU fund 
raising had just begun. Over the years, 
Rike has been a key figure in many fund 
drives. For some time he has been a 
member and trustee of the Wright State 
University Foundation. And there's even a 
scholarship fund-established by and 
named for Rike-for Dayton area transfer 
students who wish to enroll at WSU. 
Rike served on the university's board of 
trustees from 1969 till 1973. And at last 
year's commencement exercises, he was 
awarded an honorary Wright State degree. 
With Rike's Department Store now a 
branch of Federated Department Stores, 
David L. Rike spends his time working with 
the foundation that bears his name, and on 
community service projects, including 
WSU's scholarship drive. "There are 
times," he says smiling slightly, shyly, "that 
I may sneak out of the office around three 
to play a round of golf. But basically I work 
here every day. I have to work. It's a part of 
me. It keeps me out of mischief." Turning 
toward the window, he adds, "Besides, 
how can I give up a view like this?" 
Basketball coaches 
released from contracts 
by Bruce Piigrim 
The contracts of WS U Ile ad basketball 
coach Marcus ackson and assistant 
coach Jerry Holbrook will not be renewed 
for the 1978-79 academic year. 
In a news release, Wright State Athletic 
Director Don Mohr was quoted as saying, 
"We believe that the progress of the 
basketball program in the past several 
years has been inadequate. With deepest 
regrets, the university feels this move is for 
the betterment of the program." 
Jackson has been head coach for three 
seasons, compiling records of 20-8 his first 
year (1975-76), 11-16 in 1976-77, and 
14-13 for the season just completed. 
Before coming to Wright State, Jackson 
spent three years at Coe College in Iowa 
and one season at Dartmouth College. His 
overall coaching record for the three 
schools is 108-70. 
A report in the Journal Herald on April 5 
said that Jackson may be a candidate for a 
coaching position at Drake University. 
Jackson denied this, saying " I have not 
been interviewed nor have I been 
contacted by any other school." 
The WSU Athletic Council voted 
unanimously to terminate the contracts, 
upon the recommendation of Athletic 
Director Don Mohr, who refused to 
elaborate on the decision, saying only that 
"We just are not satisfied with the progress 
of the basketball program." 
Jackson said that he was asked to resign 
for two reasons: recruiting and the amount 
of money being spent on coaches' 
salaries. He questioned those reasons, 
saying that "we have good recruits . We 
have six All -State players, two players who 
made All-District this year and one player 
who is a prospect for All-America next 
season." 
Mohr said, "There were more reasons and 
careful analysis of the whole program and 
the basketball record considered by the 
Athletic Council which met at length with 
Jackson and Holbrook. Some of these 
statements are being misconstrued by Mr. 
Jackson." Mohr noted that the Athletic 
Councifcons1 of representatives from alt 
of WSU's colleges, the alumni association, 
one student, one representative of the 
Academic Council and a member 
appointed by the president. 
Jackson said that he would not resign, 
"because that would indicate that I had 
done something wrong. I just cannot resign 
because I don't feel that I have done 
anything wrong. 
"I feel strongly about my players," he 
continued, "they've worked hard for me 
and I'd like to thank them and everyone 
else who has supported me." 
Mohr said that the Athletic Council will be 
meeting soon to discuss plans for 
replacing Jackson and Holbrook. Assistant 
coach Jim Brown is the only remaining 
member of the coaching staff. 
WSU Provost Dr. Andrew Spiegel said that 
"any decision such as that one is difficult, 
but the Athletic Council, the Athletic 
Director and the administration felt that it 
was in the best interest of the university's 
program in intercollegiate athletics." 
Spiegel said that inasmuch as the 
university is expending funds on the 
basketball program, "the only way we can 
ultimately justify it is to have it improved." 
UFO Expert to Speak 
One of the world's top experts on 
unidentified flying objects is coming to 
Wright State. J. Allen Hynek, Director of 
the Center for UFO Studies and a 
professor of astronomy at Northwestern 
University, will speak at 8 pm on Monday, 
May 15 in WSU's Physical Education 
Building. 
Internationally known for his scientific 
approach to investigating UFOs, Hynek is 
frequently featured in national magazines 
and on network television. Recently, he 
served as technical adviser for the film, 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind, the 
title of which was coined by Hynek, who 
categorizes human encounters with UFOs 
in three categories. Close encounters of 
the first kind are those in which UFOs are 
experienced in rather close proximity. The 
second kind of encounter involves a UFO 
Ross Receives 
Governor's Award 
I Wright State Trustee Ray F. Ross is one of 21 persons to receive the 1977 Ohio 
Governor's Award. Presented annually by 
the governor, the award recognizes 
"excellence of achievement benefiting 
mankind and promoting the quality of life 
for all Ohioans." Ross, who has been a 
member of WSU's Board of Trustees since 
1971 , is director ot region 2-A of the United 
Auto Workers , chairman of the Ohio UAW 
Community Action Program Council , and a 
member of the International Executive 
Board of the UAW. 
that leaves evidence of its existence. 
Close encounters of the third kind are 
those in which humanoids or creatures are 
reported. 
It was in 1948 that Hynek accepted an 
offer from the Air Force to help them weed 
out UFO reports that could be logically 
explained as astronomical in 
nature-meteors, twinkling stars, bright 
planets, and so forth. He served in that 
capacity for many years. In his own words: 
"For a long while I thought that we could 
just sweep all of this under the carpet and 
say that it all had to be nonsense. But I 
have been literally driven to the other 
conclusion." 
His visit to WSU is sponsored by the 
University Center Board. Tickets for the 
talk (which will include a slide show of both 
identifiable as well as unidentifiable flying 
objects) can be had by calling 873-2900 or 
873-2329. 
See Germany in July 
For $934.80 you can spend the last half of 
July cruising the Rhine river, investigating 
the castles of mad King Ludwig, sampling 
the fabled brew of Munich's Hofbrauhaus, 
and enjoying the panorama of Germany. 
Sponsored by WSU's University Center 
Board, the tour is open to anyone. Price 
includes round trip air transportation, 
accommodations,·all transportation in 
Europe , a multi-lingual tour escort, even 
tips. The tour leaves Detroit on July 14 and 
returns to Detroit on July 28. For further 




Survivors of the Nazi Holocaust who live in 
the Miami Valley area are being sought for 
an oral history project co-sponsored by 
Wright State and Antioch College. For the 
past year, 23 residents of the area have 
been preparing for the project, with 
comprehensive interviewing planned to 
begin in June. 
Dr. Charles Berry, project director and 
associate professor of history at Wright 
State, is urging anyone who is a survivor or 
the son or daughter of a survivor , both 
Jews and non-Jews, to contact him c/o 
Wright State's history department. 
Oral history, says Berry, involves talking to 
people in a directed conversation for a 
first-hand account of an historical event. 
The committee plans to interview all who 
consent to be involved in the project at 
great lengths about their experiences. 
"We're not just interested in their survivor 
or refugee experiences, '' said Berry, 
pointing out that other areas to be 
investigated include life before the 
Holocaust, family and ancestry, religious 
environment, experiences after the 
Holocaust, problems with resettling and 
rebuilding lives. and other general 
psychological and social aspects. 
All taped interviews will eventually be 
housed in the Archives and Special 
Collections of WSU's library, where they 
will be available to researchers, and serve 
as personal footnotes to one of the most 
tragic and gruesome episodes in modern 
history. 
$500,000 Gift Establishes 
Professorship 
Brust 
Medical education programs at Kettering 
Medical Center and Wright State's School 
of Medicine will benefit from a $500,000 
gift from the Kettering Fund. The gift, made 
to both KMC and the School of Medicine, is 
in the form of an endowment to establish 
the Eugene W. Kettering Professorship of 
Clinical Medicine. 
Albert A. Brust, M.D. is the first faculty 
member to be named to the professorship. 
Dr. Brust has a national reputation as an 
internist and cardiologist and is the author 
of more than 50 professional articles in the 
areas of hypertension and medical 
ophthalmology. He has been a Clinical 
Professor of Medicine at WSU since 1975. 
The endowment will strengthen clinical 
teaching in Internal Medicine at the school. 
According to Dean John R. Beljan, "The 
appointment of Dr. Brust to implement this 
generous endowment will further 
strengthen our maturing medical education 
program in the Miami VallEtY· and will 
further enhance the integration of Kettering 
Medical Center as a cooperating partner in 
our community-based medical school. " 

Tom Travis: Doctor of Versatility 
Text and Photos by Ruth Hardin 
Good mind, good body-take your pick. 
You can't have it both ways ... or so goes 
the myth of the undernourished bookworm 
and muscle-bound, mentally-sluggish 
athlete. 
" It doesn't have to be all one way," says 
Tom Travis, a second-year student in the 
School of Medicine. " I want both. I enjoy 
physical activities, and find that exercise 
helps me relax and makes my mind more 
alert. 
"A day of studying demands at least an 
hour of physical activity to overcome the 
stress of mental tension," says Travis. "On 
the other hand, the more I learn about 
anatomy, cardiology , and medicine in 
general , the more I realize I need to take 
good care of my body. " 
Academically, Travis is constantly striving 
to improve himself. He has already earned 
his S.S. and M.S. degrees from Southern 
Illinois University and his Ph.D. degree 
from the University of Iowa. He is a · 
certified physical therapist, and is now well 
into his medical degree program at Wright 
State. 
people, and once I found how effective the 
'touching' part of therapy could be, I made 
my decision to go into medicine." 
Physically, Travis was a competitive 
wrestler in Chicago where he attended 
high school and continued his interest in 
college sports. Now-at age 32-he still 
spends at least an hour a day jogging, 
lifting weights, and doing body-building 
exercises. When his demanding medical 
school schedule keeps him away from the 
WSU gym, he packs his tape recorder and 
h ads for the local "Y" where he works out 
to rock music and does disco-dancing to 
"Saturday Night Fever." "In college I was 
known as Mr. Boog-a-loo and even won six 
dance contests," says Travis, whose 
physical stamina and energy would 
challenge even the most competitive John 
Travolta types. 
Switching the subject to his educational 
background, he explains, "I 've had my 
share of disappointments getting through 
school. First of all, I wanted to be a coach 
and had counted on a high school 
wrestling scholarship to pay my way 
through college. I made a poor showing at 
a regional competition and blew my only 
chance. This meant I had to go to work and 
attend junior college at night until I could 
get enough money together to go to school 
full-time." 
Even Travis's part-time jobs have 
combined physical and intellectual effort. 
At one point in his life, he cleaned mortar 
from the bricks of demolished buildings 
during the day and served as a junior clerl< 
in Chicago's public library at night. "Work 
and college took most of my time in those 
early years. I didn't even have much time 
to go with girls." 
So _why didn't he stop after receiving his 
Ph.D.? "Each degree made me realize I 
needed just a little more education to get 
where I wanted to go. After I got my Ph.D., 
Travis works with patients as a part-time 
physical therapist at Stouder and Dettmer 
Hospitals in Troy, and considers his patient 
experiences there to be invaluable to his 
medical education. Wright State does not 
have a university hospital; its medical 
students get their clinical experience in 
private physicians' offices, bospitals, and 
health care facilities. Travis is unique 
among his classmates, since he is the only 
one whose previous training and 
experience qualify him to work with certain 
medical problems on a professional basis. 
He explains that he is well-received and 
appre iated by the patients he attends , 
one of whom, a 35-year-old female , ''was 
so nervous that her family doctor called her 
'a walking time-bomb,' '' According to him, 
" She was suffering from tension , migraine 
headaches, and extreme neck pain that 
medication wasn't helping. She had not 
been able to sleep. so naturally she 
became more and more tense and anxious 
about her condition. I worked with her for a 
week in the hospital and another two 
weeks as an out-patient. 
Unique among his classmates, 
second-year medical student Tom Travis 
is a certified physical therapist. At left, he 
completes a physical examination with a 
blood pressure check. 
"I went into her hospital room and 
explained what I hoped to accomplish in 
her treatment. As I talked softly to her, 
encouraging ner to relax each part of her 
body, I would massage the back of her 
neck to ease the tension in that critical 
area. Within half an hour she was relaxed 
and sleeping-for the first time in weeks. 
"On another occasion," he says, " I treated 
a man with severe knee and back 
problems whose doctor had told him he 
would simply have to 'live with' his pain. I 
started seeing him once a week, using 
massage, exercise, and heat, and after 
only one treatment, he told me his pain 
was much less intense. Now after about 
six weeks, his pain is almost gone-or at 
least to the point where he is comfortable 
and leads a normal life." 
Working out in Wright State's physical 
education building is routine for Tom 
Travis, who says that exercise can help 
overcome mental tension. 
I decided to get a physical therapy 
certificate rather than go into coaching," he 
says. "I was really 'getting into' helping 
An accomplished disco dancer, Tom 
demonstrates his style at home. While in 
college at Southern Illinois, he was known 
as Mr. Boog-a-loo. 
Travis uses techniques such as meditation 
to relax the mind and body; biofeedback to 
control blood flow; hypnosis to help the 
mind aid the body in its healing processes; 
and behavior modification when change 
appears to be necessary to solve a 
physical problem. 
Travis's busy schedule as therapist and 
student cuts into his social life and his 
marriage. "My wife, Pat, goes out with her 
friends so that I can study. She has her job 
with Xerox Corporation, and travels quite a 
lot. so that keeps her busy. We do plan for 
those special occasions that we want to 
celebrate together. One weekend last 
summer we drove to a nearby state park, 
rented a small cottage, and spent the 
weekend hiking, horseback riding, and 
boating. Exam time is always tense, but 
Pat is patient and supportive. We're both 
convinced that medicine is to be our life." 
In the future, Travis plans to use his 
physical therapy experience to help 
develop a practice in "primary care 
orthopedic medicine" (he will receive his 
M.D. degree from Wright State in 1980) . "I 
want a person with back pain or a broken 
arm to come into my office without having 
to wait for another doctor to refer him or 
her. I want to help the person who has 
certain kinds of incurable pain to learn to 
cope with that pain. I want to improve the 
patient's frame of mindt>Nhile I treat the 
afflicted part of his or her body. Quite 
simply, I want each patient to 'think' 
healthy and not sick." 
It will be two more years before Travis can 
begin his residency program, and another 
two to four years before he sets up 
practice. But his constant efforts to 
develop a healthy mind with a body to 
match-combined with a desire to help 
others-promises his future patients a 
doctor who practices what he preaches. 
About the Author: Ruth Hardin is 
Associate Director of Communications for 
Wright State's School of Medicine. 
WSU Divers Explore Underwater World 
by Tom Ellerbrock 
Thanks to color television and Jacques 
Cousteau, most of us have some idea of 
the beauty and the danger to be found 
under the sea. Few of us, however, get the 
opportunity to find out firsthand what life is 
really like in Davy Jones's locker. 
Dan Orr is one of those few. A double 
alum, he has earned both bachelor's and 
master's degrees at Wright State. He's 
also the Director of WSU's scuba program 
and adviser to the campus scuba club, 
officially known as the Wright Whales. He'll 
tell you that no color TV can really show 
you the beauties of the deep; and that the 
only way to find out is to dive down there 
for yourself. "I've taken fish, held them in 
my arms, and rocked them back and forth 
like babies while they were asleep," says 
Dan. "Then there's the feeling of total 
weightlessness. You can't get that from 
watching TV. If you've never experienced 
1t, you don't know what you're missing." 
But what about danger? Dan Orr laughs. 
and launches a story. ''You mean sharks? 
I'd hate to cancel a dive because of fish. 
We tell our students that we won't cancel a 
dive due to sharks, unless, of course. they 
are trying to eat the boat. 
"A few months ago, a group of us went on 
a dive off the coast of North Carolina. We 
wanted to investigat~ a sunken German 
U-boat, and we ran into more sharks than 
I've ever seen in one place. There must 
have been forty to fifty of them; and the 
smallest one was about six feet long. We 
went ahead with the dive, and we didn't 
have the slightest problem with the sharks. 
They just continued to swim around above 
u&. But we did keep our eyes open, just in 
case." 
The sunken U-boat has to have the 
distinction of being the least effectual of 
Hitler's fleet. "In the entire history of that 
submarine," says Dan, "it only fired seven 
torpedoes-none of which hit anything." In 
fact , it was the firing of the seventh torpedo 
that.caused the sinking of the sub. 
"Her mission was to disrupt shipping along 
our east coast," he explains. "Most of the 
crew members were very young; and the 
captain was evidently fairly inexperienced, 
too. On the morning of May 9, 1942, the 
captain spotted a ship that he thought was 
a freighter. He ordered a torpedo fired. But 
the torpedo just broke the surface and 
nose dived back into th~ water, where it 
exploded. Meanwhile. the captain noticed 
that he had fired not at a freighter, but at a 
Coast Guard cutter. He quickly burrowed 
the sub into the crater made by the 
explosion, hoping that the silt and debris 
and general upheaval would conceal them 
from the Coast Guard's sonar system. But 
that didn't work. The first pattern of depth 
charges from the Coast Guard cracked the 
pressure hold of the sub, forcing the 
captain to surface. Thirty-four men goto 
at that point. Then the Coast Guard sunk 
the sub with three rounds. 
"It was a dive that left a strong impression 
on all of us. To see all those relics of a war 
that none of us are old enough to 
remember; to know that there are ten 
people, now skeletons, aboard the boat; 
and also knowing that other wrecks we had 
been aboard were sunk by subs such as 
this one; it was an awe-inspiring 
experience." 
Dan Orr has a considerable repertoire of 
diving stories. He'll tell you the best places 
to dive for revolutionary war artifacts and 
Spanish pieces of eight, as well as the 
spots with the most impressive underwater 
scenery. He'll also tell you that a typical 
dive will not likely turn up exotic artifacts. 
"Usually, we come across old cars, 
washing machines, rusty pieces of pipe, 
and the like. Once, though, we came up 
with a slot machine." 
And should your fear of sharks be the only 
thing that's holding you back, he'll tell you 
that there's really not much to worry about. 
"Most of the forty to fifty shark attacks each 
year have swimmers as victims. A 
swimmer cuts the surface of the water, 
emitting low frequency vibrations, which a 
shark can interpret as a wounded fish 
thrashing about. Divers, on the other hand, 
move at a slow and even pace; they just 
don't seem to be as attractive to sharks." 
Besides, any diver who has gone through 
a scuba training program such as the one 
offered at Wright State is well-acquainted 
with protective strategy. 
You don't have to be a student to take 
advantage of WSU's scuba program or to 
join the Wright Whales. "We also take 
people who don't know the first thing about 
scuba," says Dan, "although we prefer that 
they be good swimmers. We even offer the 
basic course in the evenings as well as 
during the day, to make it available to just 
about anybody." The scuba program at 
WSU is geared toward a student getting 
certified, a necessity, since a diver cannot 
have his tanks filled unless he can present 
a certification card. 
"After we have trained a student diver in 
the basics," says Dan, "we begin 
introducing minor stress-causing 
situations. There really aren't many 
problems that you run into down there. The 
main problem, I suppose, can be summed 
up as a diver's inability to cope with the 
environment. Normally, it's an 
accumulation of stressful situations that 
causes a diver to panic." 
Like an accumulation of sharks? "The first 
time you see one up close, you'll probably 
be scared to death," Orr admits, "no 
matter what anyone has told you. You may 
well know that a shark probably won't hurt 
you. But when you meet one face to face, 
you're going to remember what you saw in 
Jaws or The Deep. We teach our students 
to realize that sharks are unpredictable 
and potentially dangerous. We teach them 
to keep an eye on the sharks, and if they 
Looking a bit like the Pillsbury dough boy, 
Dan Orr (left) wears an inflatable unisuit 
for diving in very cold water. Alumnus 
Chip Draper prepares to accompany him. 
Beneath the Atlantic Ocean, a member of 
WSU's Wright Whales investigates the 
remains of a sunken German U-boat. 
start behaving in an erratic manner to exit 
the water slowly, keeping an eye on the 
sharks all the while. If a shark comes in 
close, your best weapon is your hands, or 
anything you might be holding in your 
hands. One of our alumni members, Mike 
Gowder, has devised what he calls a 'shark 
billy' as in 'billy club.' It's basically a heavy 
rod that can be used to jab the shark. 
"I've never haa o hit a shark yet," says 
Dan. "In the close experiences I've had, 
I've simply reached out and pushed them 
away. For example, when we were 
exploring that sunken U-boat, at one point I 
noticed out of the corner of my eye that 
another diver was swimming alongside 
me. But when I turned my head to see who 
it was, I noticed that my companion was an 
eight-foot long sand tiger shark. He didn't 
bother me and I didn't bother him." 
When conditions are right, WSU's Wright 
Whales take field trips on weekends. 
"That's just about every weekend," says 
Dan, pointing out that weather conditions 
on land have little effect on the underwater 
climate. "A lot of the times we head up to 
the Great Lakes. We're lucky to be close 
enough, since the Great Lakes offer some 
of the best diving opportunities you can 
find." 
Summing up the philosophy behind WSU's 
scuba program and the Wright Whales, 
Dan Orr puts the emphasis on ecology. 
"There really is an animal known as the 
Right Whale; and it's a somewhat 
endangered species. We teach our 
students that when they are underwater 
they are visiting someone else's world. 
They are, in effect, intruders. And they 
have a responsibility to leave that 
underwater environment exactly as they 
found it. We've even adopted a motto from 
underwater photographers. 'Take only 







May ~5-June 10, WSU Fine Arts Gallery, 
Creative Arts Center, "1978 Senior Show" 
presents work of graduating seniors in 
Wright State's Department of Art 
May 28-Ju ne 3, Experimental Gallery, 
works by Debbie Treadway 




May 15, 2 pm, Medical Sciences 
Amphitheatre, Bolinga Center presents 
William Dupree (Cincinnati superintendent 
of secondary schools) on "Public Schools 
and the Welfare System" 
May 16, 8 pm, WSU Gym, Dr. J. Allen 
Hynek (UFO expert and technical adviser 
for Close Encounters of the Third Kind), 
call 873-2900 for tickets 
May 18, 2 pm, 101 Fawcett, School of 
Nursing Distinguished Lecture Series 
presents Dorothy Cornelius (past 
president of the International Conference 
of Nurses) 
May 19, 20, Imperial House North Motel, 
Dayton, workshop on the future of 
education, for further information call 
873-2460 
May 22, 2:15 pm, Room 270 Millett, 
Modern Languages table ronde series 
presents Elisa Cambria on "The Theater of 
Fernando Arrabal" 
May 22, 2 pm, Medical Sciences 
Amphitheatre, Bolinga Center presents 
Bernard Watson (Vice President for 
Academic Services, Temple Univ.) on 
"The University, The Community, and The 
Poor" 
June 5, 2 pm, Medical Sciences 
Amphitheatre, Bolinga Center presents 
Richard Fairly (Director of Education for 
the Disadvantaged, U.S. Office of 
Education) on "Title I Programs" 
Theatre/Film/TV 
May 14, 2 pm, WOBC Auditorium, Film 
Series, The Cow and I 
May 19, 6:30 pm and 10:40 pm, 112 
Oelman, Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore 
(adm. $1) 
May 19, 8:25 pm and 12:35 am, 112 
Oelman, Three Women (adm. $1) 
May 20, 8 pm, WOBC, Artist Series: Ohio 
State Dance Company 
May 25-28, Thurs.-Sat. 8 pm, Sun. 2:30 
pm, WSU Theatre, Such Stuff as Dreams 
are Made On, call 873-2500 for tickets 
May 25, 8 pm, CAC Concert Hall, WSU 
Artist Series presents Patrick Crean 
May 26, 6:30 and 10:10 pm, 112 Oelman, 
The Searchers (adm. $1) 
May 26, 8:35 pm and 12:15 am, 112 
Oelman, Rio Bravo (adm. $1) 
May 28, 2 pm, WOBC Auditorium, Film 
Series, Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 
June 1-3, WSU Theatre, The Six Wives of 




All workshops are free and will be held in 
Room 126 Student Services. 
May 18, 10-11 :30 am, Alternative 
Job-Hunting Strategies 
May 23, 10-11 :30 am, Analyzing Your 
Skills -
May 25, 10-11 :30 am, Developing Career 
Goals 
Recruiting 
The following companies and 
organizations will be interviewing on 
campus during May. WSU alumni may 
make appointments to interview by 
contacting Career Planning & Placement 
(873-2556). 
Bob Evans Farm Foods, Century 21 Real 
Estate, F. W. Woolworth Co., Montgomery 
County Regional Center for Handicapped 
Children, Montgomery City Schools, The 
Ohio State University (for architecture 
graduate students), Vandalia-Butler City 
Schools. 
Music 
May 13, 8:30 am-1 pm, Concert and 
Recital Halls, Dayton Philharmonic 
Orchestra Young Musicians Competition 
May 14, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Dayton 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra 
May 16, 8 pm, Concert Hall, University 
Trumpet Ensemble 
May 17, 4:10 pm, Phi Mu Alpha/Sigma 
Alpha Iota Student Recital 
May 19, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Carol 
Williamson, organ 
May 20, 8 pm, Recital Hall, Denise 
Shoenberger, soprano 
May 21, 8 pm, Concert Hall, James 
Mccutcheon Ill, guitar 
May 22, 8 pm, Concert Hall, 
University/Community Orchestra 
May 23, 8 pm, Recital Hall, Theatre 
Students Vocal Recital 
May 24, 4:10 pm, Concert Hall, Student 
Recital 
May 24, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Departmental 
Brass Quintet 
May 31, 4:10 pm, Concert Hall, Student 
Recital 
May 31, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Mary Beth 
Cartwright, piano 
June 1, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Student 
Recital 
June 3, 8 pm, Concert Hall, Chamber 
Music Ill, Chamber Orchestra 
Whatever H~ppened to 
Good Old Whatsisname? 
The Wrightstater wants to know what 
you've been doing since you left WSU. 
Have your earned a doctorate? Become 
president of the school board? Been 
named vice-president of your company? 
Written a novel? Gotten married and 
raised a tribe of future Wright Staters? 
Traveled to Timbuktu? 
Use this form to bring us up to date. Give 
us at least the basic facts, and elaborate 
as much as you wish. Send your 
information to: Classnotes, Office of 
Alumni Affairs, Wright State University, 




Job or Company 
Job title Since (date) 
Special News ___ _ 
Where Have You Gone, 
Hemalata Ballwally? 
Are you receiving The Wrightstater at the 
right address? Hemalata Ballwally isn't. 
We know that she earned an M.A. in 
. economics at Wright State in 1974. But we 
have no idea where she is today. If you 
know how to find Hemalata, please let us 
know. And if you're plann1ng a move of 
your own, don't forget to keep us informed. 
All you need do is fill out the coupon below 




Art and Crafts Festival 
Set for May 13 & 14 
Seventy-five artists and craftsmen from 
throughout the United States will exhibit 
and sell their works on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 13 and 14, when Wright 
State hosts the Mad River Art and Crafts 
Festival. 
At least 12,000 people are expected to 
attend the two-day event, which will 
feature works of ceramics, jewelry, wood, 
watercolor, drawing, printmaking, enamel, 
stained glass, fiber, textiles, batik, leather, 
macrame, metal sculpture, glass, pipes, 
lapidary, toy-making, mixed media, and 
carved gourds. In addition, the university's 
music and theatre groups will be 
perf~rming ~o.r t~e festival, and there will b1 
special exh1b1ts in the university art 
galleries. 
There will be no admission charge, and 
even parking is free. The event will take I 
place on WSU's main campus, near the 
Creative Arts Center. Hours are: Saturday, 
10 am-7 pm, and Sunday, 11 am-6 pm. 
Heider Memorial 
Fund Established 
James 8. Heider (8.S. Education 76) 
died on March 8, after being struck by 
an automobile while jogging near his 
home. An athlete while at WSU, Heider 
had earned three letters in cross 
country, and one in soccer. A memorial 
fund in his name has been established 
with the Wright State University 
Foundation. Contributions (made 
payable to: WSU Foundation) may be 
sent to 0.E. Pollock, Executive 











Lionel Proulx (B.A. Economics 68) has 
been appointed manager of insurance and 
employee benefits, personnel 
administration, at Wright State. 
Ann L. Carter (B.S. Business Education 
69) is now an assistant professor of 
psychoeducational studies at Howard 
University, Washington, D.C. In 1974, she 
earned a doctorate in counseling 
psychology from Purdue. 
Stanley R. Barnett (B.A. Economics 70) is 
currently assigned to the Air Force 
Acquisition Logistics Division, WPAFB, 
where he serves as a contracting officer in 
the Office of the Division Deputy for 
Procurement and Production. 
Mary A. Wood (M.Ed. Special Education 
71) is now serving as Acting Director for 
the Greene-Clinton Mental Health Board . 
Gary J. Nied (M.Ed. Earth Science 72) 
has been appointed air pollution 
commissioner for the city of Cleveland. As 
such, he is responsible for the monitoring 
and enforcement of local , state, and 
federal environmental regulations for the 
city and Cuyahoga county. Gary also 
serves part-time as assistant professor of 
environmental science at Cleveland State 
University. 
73-74 
Michael D. Allen (B.S. Biology 73) is now 
a first lieutenant and a navigator at Loring 
AFB, Maine. Mike is a member of the 42nd 
Bomb Wing which recently earned the 
1977 Omaha Trophy, symbolic of the best 
wing in the Strategic Air Command. 
James L. Boerger (M.Ed. 
Principalship-Secondary 73) has joined 
the Hobart Corporation of Troy, Ohio, 
where he will be responsible for 
recruitment and placement activities 
relating to professional and technical job 
openings. 
Wiiiiam P. Freudenberger (M.A. 
Economics 73) has been appointed 
supervisor of financial planning and 
analysis for the metal products division of 
Armco Steel. 
Terrence K. Gibney (M.S. Personnel 
Counseling 73) writes that he is now 
"freelancing, studying marriage and family 
communications." In the near future, he'll 
be moving to New York while wife Gloria 
studies to be a chef at the Culinary 
Institute of America. 
Steven G. McCord (M.B.A. Marketing 74) 
has been named marketing planning and 
research manager for the Daytlex 
Company of Dayco Corp. 
Dave Wyen (S.S. Business 74) and his 
brother Jim have joined with partner Max 
Cotterman to open a business in Minster, 
Ohio. Dave's company will specialize in 
heating, air conditioning, roofing, sheet 
metal, siding, and spouting. 
75 
Eleanor Kent (M.S. Personnel Counseling 
75) is a staff psychiatric social worker with 
the Dayton Center for Forensic Psychiatry. 
It's a post that involves Eleanor with 
evaluation and treatment of offenders as 
well as consulting with other agencies 
involved with offenders. 
Bruce McNeil (B.S. Accounting 75) has 
been named manager of financial 
reporting and procedures for Dayco 
Corporation , Dayton. Bruce will be 
responsible for monitoring current financial 
Spotlight 
Alum 
Shirley L. Popper (B.S. English Ed. 71) 
76 
Elma Barnes (B.A. Art 76) is currently 
working toward a doctorate in the history of 
western art at Columbia University. She is 
also the winner of Columbia's President's 
Fellowship for the 1977-78 academic year. 
Last October, Elma received her M.A. from 
the university's department of art history 
and archaeology. 
Connie Buckenroth (B.A. English 76) is 
performing as guitarist/songwriter/singer in 
the Dayton area. 
Chris Hurak (B.S. Registered Nursing 76) 
was recently featured in the College of 
Medicine Journal published by Ohio State 
University. Having received her M.S. in . 
Nursing at Ohio State last December, 
Chris now serves as training and public 
safety coordinator in the area of 
emergency care for Western Ohio 
Emergency Medical Services. 
Janel M. Smith (B.S. El. Ed . 76) is 
employed by Vandalia-Butler Schools and 
teaching full-time as a reading specialist 
for St. Christopher School. Janel is also 
back at WSU, working toward certification 
in special education. 
A little over one year ago, Shirley Popper Bonnie L. Sommerville (B.S. Registered 
could say that she had never even flown in Nursing 76) has been named an instructor 
an airplane. Now she pilots supersonic jet of nursing at Wright State. Recently, she 
aircrafts, and has done just about received a master's degree in nursing from 
everything you can do in those big flying Ohio State University. 
machines. 1 Carol Vendt (B.S. Nursing 76) is 
Lieutenant Popper, the first Dayton woman employed by the Kettering Medical Center 
to finish Air Force pilot training, received and works in both the Intensive Care Unit 
her silver wings this past winter in and Medical-Surgical Unit. 
ceremonies at Williams Air Force Base in 
Arizona. There were six other women and 
34 men in her graduating class. 
Shirley reports that pilot training wasn't 
exactly what she had expected. "There 
was no way to imagine the pressure, the 
hard work, the frustrations, and the check 
rides." But the grueling routine was made 
somewhat easier due to the camaraderie 
that developed with other students. Says 
Shirley, "After a while, even th~ most 
stubborn holdouts begin to accept you as 
just one of the guys. You go through so 
many things together that you really do 
become close friends." 
After receiving her wings, Shirley headed 
off for two months of further training at 
Altus AFB in Oklahoma, before reporting 
tor duty at McChord AFB in Washington. 
Before being chosen for the pilot training 
program, she was a munitions officer, 
supervising the loading of rockets, bombs, 
and missiles on F-4 Phantom jets, and 
then an instructor at the Air Force 
Academy. 
developments and for financial reporting. 
Jamie Gregory Ruiz (B.A. English 75) is 
now living in Austin, Texas, where 
husband Phil is assigned to Shepard AFB. 
Al Sanders (S.S. Environmental Health 
75) is living in Ashland, Ohio, where he is a 
sanitarian for the city-county health 
department. 
Captain Lowell 0. Sollenberger, Jr. 
(M.S. Education 75) is a missile combat 
crew commander at Minot AFB, North 
Dakota. Recently, his unit won over nine 
others the Colonel John W. Carroll Award 
for 1977, making it the top missile 
operations unit in the Fifteenth Air Force. 
James Story, Jr. (B.A. Social Work 75) is 
working as dormitory counselor and 
work-study coordinator at Sheldon 
Jackson College in Sitka, Alaska. Says 
Jim, "Sitka is an island accessible only by 
plane or the Alaska ferry system." In 1975, 
Jim married Nancy Mclaughlin. They now 
have a daughter, Elizabeth Ann. 
Tsege Virga (B.S . Accountancy 75) has 
been appointed staff accountant for report 
preparation in WSU's Controller's office. 
n 
Terri Ayer (S.S. Nursing 77) recently was 
presented an appreciation award from the 
WSU School of Nursing Organization of 
Students for her role as the first 
chairperson of that organization. 
Kathy Baldwin (8.S. Nursing 77) spent 
last summer studying in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Kathy reports that she found the 
Danish health care system to be advanced 
and very humanistic. Nonetheless, nurses 
in Denmark are quite low on the pay scale. 
The director of a nursing school explained, 
"We compare ourselves to the postmen." 
Michael J. Camplin (B.S.B.A. Finance 
and Banking 77) is now doing graduate 
work at the American School of 
International Management in Glendale, 
Arizona. · 
Mark Keely (B.F.A. Theatre Arts 77) is 
now living and acting in the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul area. Recently, he 
received several fine reviews for his role of 
Gunner in a production of Shaw's 
Misalliance at Minneapolis' Theatre in the 
Round. Said the Minneapolis Tribune, 
"Mark Keely's rendition of the socialist 
avenger is extraordinary, an assured, 
controlled, and verbally dextrous 
performance of ei:lergy and life and 
understated wit. He alone among the cast 
even uses a British accent well. 
Astoundingly, it's a cockney one at that, 





Baseball Season Brings Deja Vu 
by Steve Kelly 
Wright State's baseball team has headed 
into the final weeks of the season in a 
familiar position, having to put on a 
late-season spurt for a tournament bid. 
Through the first 20 games, the Raiders 
stood with an 11-9 record which is three 
wins better than the same time a year ago. 
Once again, coach Ron Nischwitz's 
baseballers have faced one of the 
toughest schedules of any Division I.I team 
in the country. On its spring trip through 
Florida and Alabama, the Green and Gold 
took on South Alabama for a pair of 
games. Coached by former major league 
manager Eddie Stanky, the Jaguars were 
ranked second in Division I going into the 
game and were well on their way to a 
record-setting pace in home runs . WSU 
played an outstanding game in the first 
outing. but senior Gary Gabringer was the 
losing pitcher on a ninth inning home run 
that resulted in a 6-5 score. USA showed 
its muscle the next day with an 11 -3 victory 
against a tired mound corps. 
While the season still was only half over at 
this writing, the pitching staff showed signs 
of more depth than in the past three years . 
Led by senior Gary Gabringer, who set a 
school record with 10 wins last year, four 
starters have been fairly consistent in the 
first month of the season. After a 
disappointing junior season, Rick Burger 
seems to have conquered his control 
problems. Junior Bob Pollard has been the 
hard luck worker of the staff off to an 0-3 
start, despite two strong efforts. His best 
showing was a two-hitter at Toledo, but a 
1-0 loss. The fourth starter is freshman Les 
McCoy who threw a masterful shutout at 
Kent State. 
Just when WSU seemed to be getting hot 
with five straight wins, they dropped three 
straight in late April. A key doubleheader 
victory over Northern Kentucky, a Division 
11 opponent, got them back on the winning 
track and left WSU with a 6-1 record in its 
own division. 
It is no surprise that junior Kevin Newnam 
is pacing the hitting attack with a .390 
average. He was hitting near .500 before 
suffering a dislocated shoulder which 
slowed him up for two weeks. Senior Barry 
Rowland continued to show good power 
along with a .350 batting average. One 
disappointment in the outfield was the loss 
of senior Ken Fyffe to the books. 
Two first place finishes in early April are 
proving golf coach Chuck Licher to be 
correct. Earlier in the year, Licher said, "I 
feel my first six golfers can compete with 
any Division II team in the country. It's only 
a question of doing it." 
At that point in the season, the linksters 
were 1-4 in dual competition and had 
finished fourth in the Wright State 
Invitational. Several individuals who had 
high expectations were coming through 
with scores in the 80s. 
Prospects then began to swing in the right 
direction. Within the next 10 days, the 
team won two tournaments, placed fourth 
in another and won two dual meets. Junior 
Dave Penrod (Beavercreek) took 
individual medalist honors in the fourth 
place finish. 
The Raiders picked up their first 
tournament win at the Marietta 
Tournament, where they set a school 
record, shooting 369 as a team. 17 strokes 
in front of second place Marietta. The 
Raiders were led by senior Dave Novot'ny 
(Beavercreek) who shot a 71. In dual 
match wins against Cedarville and 
Wilmington , the team was led by freshman 
J~m Neff (Kettering . Fairmont West) with a 
71 and Penrod firing a 74. 
It was back to tournament action at the 
Wooster Invitational where the golfers 
placed fourth out of 16 teams. Junior Steve 
Hannaford (Fairborn, Baker) scored best 
with two rounds of 155 placing him 7tn out 
of 96 golfers. 
The Raiders moved back to a Di\.1s1on I 
The final week of the season could be a 
key one again for the Raiders. They face 
10 games in just a six-day period with key 
doubleheaders at Bowling Green (May 9) , 
home with Wilmington (May 10), Akron 
(May 12) and Cleveland State (May 13) 
before closing with Dayton (May 14) at 
Howell Field. 
Should the Raiders do well enough late in 
the season to warrant an NCAA invitation, 
it will be the fourth in four years . Their best 
finish was in 1976 when they were second 
to Southern Illinois-Edwardsville in the 
regional. SIU-Edwardsville went on to 
finish second in the Division II World 
Series. 
tournament at Xavier University. It proved 
to be ,WSU's biggest win ever with a first 
place finish in the ten-team field. WSU 
fired a 376 which was two strokes better 
than second place Cincinnati, a team the 
Raiders had never before beaten. Again, a 
new face led the Green and Gold. He was 
junior Tim O'Neal (Fairborn, Baker) with a 
72, and close behind was Neff with a 73. 
The scores placed O'Neal and Neff second 
and third respectively in the tourney. 
With the Raiders heading into three key 
tournaments, coach Licher was looking 
forward to each of them. He felt the Falcon 
(Bowling Green) Invitational was important 
because WSU may be the only Division 11 
school competing. His overall sights are 
set at the NCAA Division II championships . 
It is a team goal to receive an invitation for 
the first time. 
Raider averages through the first half of 
the season were as follows: Tim O'Neal, 
77.5; Dave Penrod, 78.5· Jim Neff, 79.8; 
Steve Hannaford, 80.1; Dave Novotny, 
~81.1 ; Ed Grinvalds, 81 .3. 
Above left, Kent Stuck slides safely home 
in early season baseball action. 
Above right, Junior Mark Beckdahl winds 
up for a power serve. 
Left, Junior Tim O'Neal watches a long, 
straight drive. · 
Tennis Teams Facing 
Tough Qppo_nents 
Swimmers End Season 
With Honors 
First-year coach John Petty's WSU men's 
tennis team experienced some rough 
going in the first half of the 1978 season. 
Through April 17, the Raiders were 2-7 
with several of the losses coming at the 
hands of outstanding competition such as 
Kentucky, Bowling Green, and Dayton. 
Number one singles player Mark 
Beckdahl, a junior from Springfield (North), 
has lost a number of close matches and 
his record stood at 2-7. Number two 
singles man Bob Bannister of Trotwood 
(Trotwood-Madison) also was 2-7 as was 
No. 5 singles player Eric Gillispie, a 
sophomore from Dayton (Patterson). 
The Raiders have fared a little better in 
doubles competition with Beckdahl and 
Dan Stine, a sophomore from 
Beavercreek, teaming up for a 6-3 record 
while playing in the first doubles position. 
The second doubles team of Bannister and 
freshman Tim Barney of Eaton has posted 
a 3-6 mark. 
The Raiders' two wins have come against 
Wilmington and Central State. 
The competition doesn't get any easier as 
coach Petty looks to the second half of the 
season. The netmen face Mid-American 
Conference members Miami, Ball State 
and Eastern Michigan in a Miami {Oxford) 
tournament. And Cleveland State, Akron 
and rematches with Central State and 
Wilmington also dot the second half of the 
schedule. 
The weather has been as much of an 
opponent as other schools on the women's The Raider swimming teams recently 
1978 tennis schedule. The WSU courts completed successful seasons with the 
were not completed as the season began women's team finishing with an 8-2 record 
because of the severe winter and early while the men were 5-3 in dual meet 
spring rains. So the Raiders have not competition. 
played any of their first seven matches at Coaches Lee Dexter and Jim Dock 
home. 
Coach Peggy Wynkoop's team still 
managed to win two of its first five 
matches, which were all played on the 
road. The wins came over Cedarville and 
Otterbein while the losses were to 
Wittenberg, Ohio University and Ohio 
Wesleyan. 
A couple of freshmen from Greenville are 
making an impression on the tennis scene 
by moving right into the starting lineup. 
Jody Flommersfeld, who also played on 
the WSU women's basketball team, is the 
number two singles player and won three 
of her first five collegiate matches. The 
other former Green Wave performer is 
Rachel Pequignot, who got off to a rough 
start in winning one of her first five 
matches, but she has gained valuable 
experience. 
Speaking of experience, Coach Wynkoop 
points to senior Marilyn Witt of Toledo 
{Devilbiss) in the number one singles spot. 
Witt picked up a pair of victories in the 
season's first five matches. Another 
senior, Mary Brune of Kettering (Alter) was 
2-3 in the number four singles position. 
announced this year's award winners at a 
recent team banquet. Freshman Toby 
Boedecker of Vandalia (Butter) picked up 
the Coaches' Award for the most improved 
and the Raider Award for the most spirit. 
Freshman Mark McKinley of Centerville 
was voted Most Valuable Player by his 
teammates and Kim Decker of Troy was 
picked as captain for next year's squad. 
The women voted senior Carole Ivan of 
Dayton (Carroll) Most Valuable while 
sophomore Patti Williams of St. Louis 
(Pattonville) won the Raider Award. 
Freshman Leslie Mackey of Mansfield 
(Malabar) earned the Coaches' Award and 
Therese Hamlin of Herndon, Virginia was 
named captain of the 1978-79 team. 
McGee Wins NCAA Handicapped Students 
Score Scholarship 
Basketball co-captain AJan McGee of Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana has been named one of 
three winners in the NCAA Division II of a 
$1,500 postgraduate scholarship. He is the 
first Wright State student-athlete to be so 
honored. 
A junior and former North Side High 
School star, McGee has chosen to bypass 
his senior year of athletic eligibility to enter 
medical school next fall. He is still deciding 
on exactly which medical school to enter 
and has indicated the choice is between 
Wright State and Indiana University. 
The NCAA honor came at an appropriate 
time. McGee earned a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average during the winter quarter, 
and he took a 3.878 accum into the spring 
quarter as a chemistry major. 
Athletic Director Don Mohr said, "We are 
very proud of Alan's accomplishments as a 
student athlete at Wright State. He 
certainly will continue to be a credit to both 
himself and the university." 
The 6-1 , 170-pound guard finished his 
three-year playing career at WSU as the 
ninth all-time scorer with 465 points. He 
earned three varsity letters and completed 
the most recent season with a 4.3 scoring 
average, although he was bothered during 
much of the season with a leg injury. 
McGee holds the single-season assist 
· record with 122 during his sophomore 
season. 
Among the winningest of Wright State 
athletes in recent competitions have been 
handicapped students in WSU's Adapted 
Athletics program. 
In mid-April, eleven student members of 
the program took off to Columbus to 
compete in the Ohio Wheelchair Games. A 
regional event, the Games provide an 
opportunity to qualify for the national meet, 
which will be held this year in Virginia 
during mid-June. Five members of the 
WSU contingent qualified for the national 
competition. In addition, the five brought 
home 23 gold medals for their 
performances in swimming and track 
events. They are: Mike Malesky, Kathy 
Spang, Karen Lackey, Linda Scott and Jim 
Lewellyn. 
Earlier in April, Assistant Coordinator of 
Adapted Athletics Mary Jane Gallahan 
accompanied two visually impaired 
athletes and one cross-country runner to 
the Blind Athletes National Games, which 
were held in Macomb, Illinois. Teams from 
throughout the United States and Mexico 
were on hand for the second annual event. 
Blind athlete Tom Arnold took two silver 
medals for placing second in both the 
600-meter shuttle run, and the 1500 meter 
partner relay, which he ran with WSU's 
Bob Staley. Also on hand for the 
competition was student Becky Gray, who 
made a good showing in the 60-meter run 
and the 400-meter run, but didn't place due 
to some pretty stiff competition. 
WSU's Art Gallery: A World of Separate Realities 
photo: Mtke lnderrieden 
by Tom Ellerbrock 
If your concept of an art gallery has to do 
with paintings lined up neatly on the walls. 
·a few sculptures on pedestals, and names 
like Da Vinci, Rembrandt, and El Greco, 
chances are that WSU's art gallery would 
take you by surprise. There are no' old 
masters" in Wright State's gallery. Instead. 
contemporary works are to be found-and 
not necessarily framed and hung on the 
walls. The works of Wright State exhibitors 
might just as likely be found lying on the 
floor, or hanging from the ceiling. In some 
instances you might even find yourself 
asking, "Where 1s the art?" only to be told 
that it's all around you. Sound confusing? It 
is to many people who are unfamiliar with 
contemporary artists, their concerns, and 
how they manifest those concerns thro'ugh 
their works. 
Sometimes it's ev~n confusing to Bill 
Spurlock, director of the art gallery at 
Wright State, and a man who is well aware 
of what's happening in the contemporary 
art world. Says Spurlock, "The vast 
majority of artists I come in contact with are 
immensely articulate; and like anyone 
else. I sometimes have problems keeping 
up with them and understanding them, 
especially when they are dealing with a 
medium that is not familiar to me." He cites 
a recent exhibitor whose work made use of 
ultra-violet and infra-red rays as one 
example. "This artist uses modern 
technology. He's aware of it in detail. 
Unfortunately, I am not." 
Anyone can. nonetheless, learn something 
about an artist's ideas and why he has 
selected a particular way of manifesting 
those ideas. says Spurlock. Then its a 
matter of experiencing that artist's work 
with an open mind. "Avoid establishing any 
value structures in the beginning," he 
advises. "And realize that there is a major 
purpose to art that 1s all too often 
overlooked. That is, people can learn 
abou themselves through art. But you 
have to spend time with it. You have to 
establish a dialogue with it." 
To those who protest that they ti nd it easier 
to establish a dialogue with the Mona Lisa 
than with ultra-violet rays, Spurlock has 
this to say. "We think of our gallery as a 
research facility. We are interested tn 
artists who are furthering knowledge in the 
visual arts. And that necessarily takes us 
beyond immediate acceptance by the 
general public. The public, for the most 
part, 1s now accepting works that were 
done about 100 years ago. That's been 
true throughout history. The general public 
is usually less than receptive to 
contemporary art. In 1963, Edouard Manet 
was being lambasted because his works 
didn't look like the works that people were 
used to looking at. Today, the works of 
Manet are perfectly acceptable to the' 
average person, as is the entire school of 
French Impressionism." 
Aside from the man who worked with 
ultra-violet rays, recent Wright State 
exhibitors have included Cecile Abish, an 
internationally known artist, who used the 
gallery floor for an installation thirty feet 
wide, forty feet long, and three quarters of 
an inch high. Her medium was marbles, 
and the entire piece was constructed to 
relate to the space of the gallery. Artist · 
Peter D'Agostino, who is also assistant 
professor of theatre at Wright State, used 
the top floor of the gallery to exhibit slide 
and video projections. And wsu·s Edward 
Levine, chairman of the art department, 
literally changed the.lower level gallery by 
installing a sculptura environment 
designed especially for that space. 
"What's important about contemporary 
art," says Spurlock, "is that it has less to 
do with a recognizable image than it has to 
do with an idea. Contemporary artists are 
dealing with scientific concerns, with 
perceptual and psychological concerns. 
Art is no longer about simply approaching 
a canvas to reproduce a landscape. Sure, 
there are still people turning out realistic 
paintings. But art isn't only that one thing. 
There is so much going on in the field of 
art today. ·that it would be impossible for 
any museum or gallery to reflect what is 
happening while pleasing all of the people 
all of the time. The fact is that different 
people will relate to different artists." 
But en masse, can contemporary artists be 
viewed as heading in any particular 
direction?."! think they are heading in the 
same direction that art has been taking for 
the past two hundred years," says 
Spurlock, "since art history and art 
criticism became involved, and since direct 
patronage has gone on the wane. Artists 
today are free to create for themselves. 
They don't have to be acceptable to . 
everyone. And since they spend their lives 
concerned with visual phenomena, their 
concerns aren't so much about 
reproducing trees that look like trees. 
Instead, their common concerns more 
likely have to do with process. A painter 
today, for an example, would probably be 
more interested in the nature of paint, its 
viscosity, and how the colors interact, than 
in reproducing a perfect likeness of a 
weeping willow. 
"If the reason for painting is simply to 
reproduce a landscape, then I say take a 
photograph. If the reason for painting is to 
manipulate the paint, then it gets into an 
ideological context. The artist begins to 
deal with his own style, his own 
uniqueness. Then I recognize that there is 
something to share.~omething that I can 
bring to this arena, where the artist and the 
public meet through the artwork." 
Each year, there are 12 to 16 exhibitions at 
WSU's gallery. And according to the 
director, "I have two file drawers full of 
Bill Spurlock takes a break during 
installation of artist Ed Levine's 
sculptural environment. 
potential exhibitors. It's almost an 
embarrassment of wealth." Many are 
nationally known artists, all have satisfied 
Spurlock that they are concerned with 
advancing knowledge in the visual arts. 
To utilize some of this wealth last year 
Spurlock applied for and was granted 
funds from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. He arranged for four artists to rotate 
individually among four schools, 
conducting workshops and exhibiting their 
works at each point. The four schools were 
Wright State, California State at Long 
Beach, the Moore College of Art in 
Philadelphia, and the University of 
Kentucky at Lexington. The program 
resulted in sixteen projects that were so 
favorably received that NEA has also 
financed the program for this year as well 
as next. 
The NEA program has brought a good deal 
of note to Wright State's art gallery. At a 
recent national convention, "people were 
stopping me in the halls and asking if they 
could exhibit at Wright State," says 
Spurlock. "The only reason I can see for 
that 1s because of the attitudes behind this 
gallery, the attitudes of the people at 
WSU." Again Spurlock points to the 
research mission of the gallery. "We back 
the artists. We suoport them in any 
possible way." 
That may have a lot to do with WSU's 
reputation among contemporary artists. 
But what about the public-those of us 
who are still searching for a key to 
understanding what's happening in 
contemporary art? "Bridging the gap 
between artist and public is one of my 
major concerns," says Spurlock. "I try to 
formalize the ideas behind an exhibition 
and have them available in printed form 
for anyone who cares to pick one up. In 
addition, each artist who exhibits here is 
available to speak with any class, club, 
group, or individual. The artist 1s also 
available In the gallery on opening day of 
the exhibit." 
There's a lot more that can be done to 
educate the public to the concerns of 
contemporary artists. And Bill Spurlock, 
who will have his first full-time assistant 
next year, is making several plans in that 
direction. But the most important facet of 
his role as gallery director will always 
remain. That is, according to Spurlock, "to 
bring in as many artists with as many 
points of view as is possible ... to 
acquaint students and the gallery-going 
public with concerns that they may never 
have thought of before ... to acquaint 
them with what we might call separate 
realities." 
